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	UNITS
	CONTENT

	1. Introduction to History and review of Prehistoric Man: What makes a human a human

(6 Lessons) 
	What is history?  “Doing” history vs. “studying” history.

Prehistory – a modern concept

Early ancestors vs. “modern” humans – what made them different

Early evidence and archeology – how the early humans lived?  Where they lived?

The role of genetics and evolutionary biology in determining prehistory and early migration patterns

	2. Early Civilizations – What makes a city a city?

(20 lessons)
	Written sources – the foundation of history

What makes a city a city?  How do we still have this in common with our ancestors?

Commonplaces of ancient civilization – Ancient Near East, Far East, South East, North Africa and Europe

Mesopotamia

Egypt

The Land of Israel - parallels between the Old Testament and Near Eastern and Egyptian history

	3. The Greeks and Romans – a lasting footprint for Europe and the Western Tradition  (25 lessons)
	The Bronze age in Greece – the Minoans, the Mycenaeans and the age of Myth

Did the myths really happen?  A historical critical look at Homer and beyond 

The rise of the city-states.  A Tale of Two Cities (Athens and Sparta)

Democracy and the Athenian Way

The two great wars of classical Greece (Persian and Peloponnesian) and two great historians (Herodotus and Thucydides).

Socrates – and the heritage of Greek Philosophy

The Fall of Athens and Classical Greece

Alexander and the Hellenistic  World

The Legacy of the Greeks 
The Village of Rome

The Etruscan Kings and the roots of Rome

The Roman Republic – the first “modern” government?

Why Hannibal crossed the Alps with a herd of elephants? The beginning of the Roman Empire

Why dictatorships happen?

Daily life in the Roman Empire

Travel  and Commerce

Comparing and contrasting with the Greek legacy

The Roman Legacy 

	
	

	4. East meets West

(10 lessons)
	China

Japan

India 

Great Religions of the East

Trade and Travel with the Ancient Western World


AREAS OF INTERACTION

	Health & Social: The basic needs of prehistoric man vs. our basic needs – are we still the same? (Unit 1)



	Community & Service: The origins of democracy and the Athenian polis.  Unit 2)  



	Human Ingenuity: Roman roads – how the Romans created a lasting unity in Europe. (Unit3), Comparing inventions in Europe and China from the first millennium.  Who was more “advanced”? (Unit 4)



	Environments: The role of environment in shaping early civilization. What kind of environmental commonplaces were conducive to emerging civilizations? (Unit 3)  




INTERCULTURAL AWARENESS

	· Our kinship with civilizations across time

· Citizenship and labor in Rome, vis-à-vis legal and illegal migration and labor in the modern world.

· Minorities in the ancient world

· Observing the parallel developments (often more advanced) in the East.

· Global trade as a historical phenomenon


SOURCES

	Textbooks : 

Armento et al, A Message of Ancient Days, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1994, Boston, USA 

Schimek et al, steps towards European Citizenship, Stadtschulrat fur Wien,Vienna

Armento et al, Across the Centuries, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1994, Boston, USA




